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England, it was not till July in the next year (1581)
that he was taken, after an unusually public and pro-
tracted appearance in the neighbourhood of Oxford.

He had little or nothing to show for his twelve
months' tour, and this although the Government had,
as Allen hoped, allowed itself to be provoked into an
increase of severity which seems to have been quite
unnecessary. The large majority of Catholic laymen
would evidently have preferred that both Seminarists
and Jesuits should keep away. They did not want
civil war. They did not want to be persecuted.
They were against a foreign invasion, without which
they knew very well that Elizabeth could not be
deposed. They were even loyal to her. They were
content to wait till she should disappear in the course
of nature and make room for the Queen of Scots.
Mendoza writes to Philip that "they place them-
selves in the hands of God, and are willing to sacrifice
life and all in the service, but scarcely with that burning
zeal which they ought to show"

By the bull of Pius v., Englishmen were forbidden
to acknowledge Elizabeth as their Queen; in other
words, they were ordered to expose themselves to the
penalties of treason. If the Pope would be satisfied
with nothing less than this, it was quite certain that
he would alienate most of his followers in England.
Gregory XIIL therefore had authorised the Jesuits to
explain that although the Protestants, by willingly
acknowledging the Queen, were incurring the damna-
tion pronounced by the bull, Catholics would be
excused for unwillingly acknowledging her until some
opportunity arrived for dethroning her. Protestant